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SUBJECT: CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ COMMENTS ON CANAL NEGOTIATIONS: 
VARIATIONS ON A THEME? 

REF: PANAMA 2314 

1 . APRIL 20 EDITION OF PRO-GOP "MATUTINO" FRONTPAGES 
PRENSA LATINA AND UPI COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT PEREZ' 

APRIL 19 PRESS CONFERENCE. HEADLINED IS PEREZ' STATEMENT 
THAT "THE CANAL IS PANAMA'S - THIS IS A REALITY THAT 
MUST BE RECOGNIZED". THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENT CONCERNING 
THE DELAY IN REACHING AGREEMENT ON A NEW TREATY, 

ACCORDING TO UPI WAS "IF A DECISION IS NOT MADE NOW 

(TO CONCLUDE A NEW TREATY). THE U.S. WILL BE 
SORRY LATER ON." PRENSA LATINA VERSION CONTAINS 
STRONGER LANGUAGE: "I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A 
DIFFICULT DECISION, BUT IF IT IS NOT TAKEN NOW, THE 
U.S. WILL BE SORRY LATER, BECAUSE IT WILL BE 
FACED WITH MANY SERIOUS PROBLEMS." 
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2. PEREZ 1 REMARKS, AS REPORTED HERE, MERELY REITERATED 
HIS PREVIOUS POSTION ON THE SUBJECT. NEVERTHELESS, 

HIS SUGGESTION THAT THE U.S. IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
"DELAY" IN THE NEGOTIATIONS REINFORCES THE PERCEPTION 
OF PANAMANIANS (SEE REFTEL) THAT IT IS OUR MOVE IF 
AGREEMENT IS TO BE REACHED ON A NEW TREATY. THIS 
PERCEPTION WAS VIGOROUSLY EXPRESSED IN AN 
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EDITORIAL IN SEMI-INDEPENDENT "LA ESTRELLA" ON 
APRIL 18. GIST OF THE EDITORIAL IS THAT "13 YEARS 
OF DELAYS, POSTPONEMENT AND OBFUSCATIONS IN THE 
NEGOTIATION OF A NEW TREATY HAVE CREATED A CLIMATE 
OF TENSION AND UNCERTAINTY AMONG RESIDENTS OF PANAMA 
(INCLUDING THE CANAL ZONE). THIS EXPLOSIVE CLIMATE 
COULD BE DETONATED BY A RELATIVELY UNIMPORTANT INCIDENT. 
THEREFORE, THE SITUATION SHOULD BE DEFUSED BY 
COMPLETING THE NEGOTIATION OF A NEW TREATY. EARLY 
AGREEMENT ON A NEW TREATY CAN BE ACHIEVED BY ACCEPTING 
THE POSITION PROPOSED BY PANAMA, A POSITION THAT IS 
JUST, BALANCED, COMPREHENSIVE AND REASONABLE." 

3. PRO-GOP "CRITICA" RECYCLED THE TEXT OF "ESTRELLA" 

ITEM IN ITS APRIL 19 EDITORIAL, PROCLAIMING ITS 

COMPLETE AGREEMENT AND REITERATING TORRIJOS STATEMENT 

THAT "IN 1977 THE U.S. RUNS OUT OF EXCUSES AND 

PANAMA RUNS OUT OF PATIENCE." 

4. COMMENT: PROMINENT PLAY GIVEN PEREZ' REMARKS 

AND "LA ESTRELLA" EDITORIAL IN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ERSA 
PRESS PROBABLY REFLECTS OOP'S DESIRE TO LEGITIMIZE 
ITS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO PLACE THE ONUS FOR LACK 
OF PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE U.S. 

"LA ESTRELLA'S" GLOOMY ASSESSMENT OF THE LOCAL MOOD 
AND COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE DILATORY PROGRESS OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS IS A DEPARTURE FROM ITS NORMAL POLICY OF 
EXPRESSING CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM. 

JORDEN 
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